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PRAYER LETTER ~ HAITI MISSION TEAM ~ March 2011                    Sponsored by: Haiti Foundation of Hope 
Team members: 
Health Professionals: Joe & Janan Markee, Ken Hahn, Mike White, Bill Petty, Sue Prullage, Levi Cole, Gitta Reuan & Abbie Kalemba
 Support: Dave & Bonnie Zollner, Stacy Bellavia, Viv & Brittany Kropf, Hannah Carr, Rob White & Linda Markee. The team also consists of members of the Haitian church and we are all under the leadership of Pastor Delamy Bazilmé and his wife, Elvire.

Where are we going?  
Our destination is the small village of Terre Blanche, located 10 miles north of Gonaives. This is one of the poorest and most underserved areas of Haiti and this community is still struggling with the devastation from flooding, poor crops, and the influx of people fleeing from Port-au-Prince after the earthquake. Terre Blanche also experiences limited health care, the effects of extreme hunger, a cholera epidemic and an unstable political situation. Thank you for your prayers – they are essential to God’s work!

Mar 3-4, Thursday & Friday: We will depart from Portland on Thursday evening, fly all night, arrive in Miami early Friday morning and then on to Port-au-Prince, arriving mid morning. 5 of our team members are coming from Los Angeles, Illinois, and Winston-Salem, NC, so pray we all meet up at the gate for Haiti. Please pray the team can sleep while on the planes & we always need prayers to pass through Haitian customs without difficulties. After collecting our personal items and team supplies we will load into vehicles and begin our long drive to Terre Blanche (about 5-6 very bumpy hours away). Security is always an issue and we covet your prayers. This will be the first time Ken, Gitta, Abbie, Stacy, Viv & Rob have been to Haiti. The sights, sounds and aromas will be new. Pray they will be able to take all of this in. We anticipate a grand welcome from the village of Terre Blanche. We will unload our supplies and begin to settle into our home for the next week. At the end of the day, the team will be tired and needing prayers nightly to sleep with the distracting noises that compete with rest.

Mar 5, Saturday: This morning The Clinic of Hope will host the first ever medical conference, focusing on ‘Prevention of Cervical Cancer’. Dr. Bill is the keynote speaker and he and Joe have been planning this for several months. Pray this will be a worthwhile educational experience for all involved and that the equipment will work. We expect to have about 20 Haitian physicians from northern Haiti attend. In the meantime, the teams will be trying to organize the clinic and later in the day walk through the community and down to the river to see and visit with the people, who are the reason we came. We also hope to see the new latrines and the new medical annex which are under construction.
Mar 6, Sunday: This morning we will join our Haitian brothers and sisters in worship. This is always uplifting as well as a deeply moving experience. The team will have an opportunity to share individually in church through a translator. Pray all that is said and done will be to the glory of God. In the afternoon we hope to hold a small clinic. The new medical annex which is under construction will offer a limited space for us to spread into. Due to the generosity of team members, churches and individuals, beans and rice will be given to people coming through the clinic. With the hardships of the past few years, Pastor Delamy says, beans and rice are just like a medicine - may this give hope.
Mar 7, Monday: Our day starts with breakfast, followed by our daily morning devotions, which will be led by our friend, Pastor Osmy. The first day is always hectic, as we are still adjusting to the clinic. We hope to begin the clinic at 8:00 but we know flexibility will be necessary. The crowd outside, which has been gathering over the weekend, will be pushing and shoving, as people desperately try to find a way to enter the clinic. Ask the Lord to send His peace and His control and to give the Haitian helpers the ability to know how to enforce orderliness. Each day, pray that the people with the most urgent needs will be able to get into the clinic. Pray for the health providers to have wisdom to know how to diagnose and treat each person. At the end of each day the team will be treated to a delicious Haitian meal, with time to relax, share their experiences and pre-package meds for the next day. Also at the end of the daily clinic, we plan to have didactic teaching sessions with our Haitian staff. Pray there is a good exchange of knowledge and the Americans can be an encouragement to the permanent staff.
Mar 8, Tuesday: There will be a great deal of pressure on the people working in the pharmacy. Pray that the pharmacy workers, aides and nurses, will know how to balance their work assignments. Pray we will have the proper medicines and accuracy in preparing prescriptions. There is always the unexpected, such as very sick patients, deliveries of babies or the need to transfer patients to hospitals hours away from us. In November, due to the Cholera epidemic it was difficult to transfer the extremely sick patients to local hospitals. Pray we will know where to transfer patients and they will be received gladly. Also, there are often mechanical problems with our equipment. Pray we will have the abilities and insight to do all that is needed. Please remember the health of the team members as they adjust to the environment. 
Mar 9, Wednesday: While food, water and health for the team are carefully planned these are always a concern. Pray the water and food will be safe and appropriate. The team is providing the breakfast and lunch food, while Mme Elvire and the Haitian women prepare the evening meals. 
Mar 10, Thursday: The crowds will become more frantic as they see the week is coming to an end. The noise will be great, making it difficult to hear and understand the patients. Pray the Holy Spirit will calm the crowd. As the team members look into these desperate eyes, pray for them to remember that they are the hands and feet of Christ. May the crowds see the Lord in new caring ways and choose to follow Christ.  
Mar 11, Friday: Today will be our last formal day in clinic. Pray the crowds do not get discouraged and unruly. Help them to understand that the Terre Blanche Clinic of Hope continues to operate daily. Pray they understand this is God’s loving provision for them. 
Mar 12, Saturday: This will be a full morning. After seeing our Haitian co-workers and any medical emergencies, we will close the clinic and begin to make an inventory of the remaining medications and supplies. Pray for accuracy as this is very important in the planning of the next team. Saying good-bye, we start our drive back to PAP. We will stop for an evening at the beach together to share the meaning of this week and to praise God for His work in this village.
Mar 13, Sunday: We will leave early for the Port-au-Prince airport. Pray all goes smoothly and that we arrive at our destinations safely.
Haiti Foundation of Hope is committed to many projects in this community - projects such as primary and secondary education, women’s trade school, micro-loans, bio-sand water filters, the Clinic of Hope and the   community health program. During the week we will have opportunity to see these various projects and to meet people who are involved and benefiting from the hope these projects offer. Pray that as we encounter people, whether in the clinic or out in the community, they will see Jesus through our touch, words and actions. Remember that in this village, there was no Christian witness before 1995 and many are still involved in voodoo and have not experienced the love of Christ. 

In the coming weeks please continue to pray for encouragement of the Terre Blanche Free Methodist Church. Pray for the political situation in Haiti. Pray for just the right amount of rain and good crops. Pray for the Clinic of Hope employees to be healthy and that they will have a vision to serve Christ through this clinic. Pray that the Terre Blanche Christians will live with hope and peace and that Christ’s love will continue to spread in this village. Pray the Holy Spirit will cause villagers to turn from voodoo, towards Christ. Pray for all the churches and donors represented by this team.
Look online
· Haiti Foundation of Hope is on FaceBook and Twitter and we hope to post a couple of  updates while in Haiti. 
· When we return from Terre Blanche we will post reports at      www.haitifoundationofhope.org, click news and look under notes from the field.
